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the field after a spring shower, was greeted
with enthusiasm in every German home.1
Similarly, the Hindus got tired of the
compact sutras which were so hard to under-
stand., and the rules and precepts, that are
known as the Institutes of Manu, found a
cordial welcome in India after Buddha's
reformation. They are not a guide for
lawyers such as may be seen in a solicitor's
office, but moral and legal obligations happily
blended and written in easy verse. In the
original texts, Manu depicted life as he saw
it, or wished to see it, on the shores of the
Ganges, some hundred years before Christ.
The revised version, in which his code has
been preserved, is of a much later date, and
belongs to the time when the Buddhist
supremacy was passing away. But the
ordinances themselves are based on ancient
usages which prevailed in the earliest Hindu
settlements.

The Vedic household did not consist of
parents and children only, but was a large
family gathering, governed by patriarchal
laws. Uncles and nephews, cousins and
other kin, lodged under the same hospitable

1 Sachs (pronounce zax) was quite a young man
when Luther began to translate the Bible into German.